PROBLEM OF LIFE AND SRI AUROBtNDO

Jijnasu reveals a supreme grandeur of the soul, already possessed
by him, in clearly appreciating the limitedness of our usual
pursuits of wealth, honour, name and position and persistently
asks of the Guru to initiate him into the knowledge of the Atman
and the Brahman, The seeker is not satisfied with anything
but the very highest. Our ordinary ambitions are, indeed,
petty. The Upanishadic seeker asks for THAT after attaining
which all is attained and no further craving is left for getting
this or that. He wants such knowledge as will light up the
mystery of the whole existence. He wants a joy and satisfaction,
which is complete and final. In this world of ours, he seeks the
very fullness of being, joy and knowledge. Nothing short of a com-
pletely perfected life, entirely freed from its sense of inadequacy
and limitedness, will really satisfy him. The modern man with
his long practical preoccupation will demur at such ideology
and will protestingly exclaim, that is all theoretical. After all
a perfect life can have reality only in the imagination of man.
The actual life is too imperfect and has to be like that. But
this is too unfortunate. When we refuse to see the essential
potentialities of our life, we can surely have no seeking for the
realisation of them.

Sri Aurobindo reaffirms in a most vivid manner the reality
of the Upanishadic seeking and that constitutes a striking con-
tribution to our modern notions about life. In fact, he goes
very much beyond all former spirituality in declaring that it is
possible for man in this terrestrial life, and in this physical body,
to attain complete Divinity. The world is not to be necessarily
rejected for rising to the spiritual status. The whole world and
society must be spiritualised. There is certainly nothing essen-
tially evil about the world and the body. This is the vision
of life that Sri Aurobindo sets about realising in perfect serious-
ness through his discipline of Yoga, which is the instrument for
effecting the transformation from the present imperfect human
nature to perfected Divine Nature. The whole truth of *a
kingdom of heaven on earth' is the objective and its attainability
a definite possibility. In fact, says Sri Aurobindo, that is the
inevitable evolutional destiny of man and that stage is coming
sooner rather than later. But our minds usually turn away from
great ideals. They seem to us too distantly placed and we
refuse to set ourselves even in the right attitude towards our
final goal.  Our very disbelief in our perfected happiness
becomes our most serious handicap. Sri Aurobindo's own words
on this subject are most heartening and elevating. "To know,
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